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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, EAIR, NL 

SUBJECT: DUTCH PRESS LINKS F-104 REPLACEMENT TO 
US/DUTCH CIVIL AVIATION CONSULTATIONS 

1. SEVERAL DUTCH PAPERS SEPT 6 CARRIED STORIES QUOTING 
"POLITICAL SOURCES HERE" TO EFFECT THAT US WILL USE UPCOMING 
BILATERAL CIVILAIR CONSULTATIONS WITH GON TO EXERT PRESSURE 
ON BEHALF OF US CONTENDERS IN F-104 REPLACEMENT NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS INQUIRIES WE HAVE DENIED 
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE TWO MATTERS, 
EMPHASIZING THAT CIVILAIR TALKS ARE IN CONTINUATION OF 

LONG STANDING DIALOGUE ON TRANSATLANTIC CAPACITY QUESTIONS. 

2. ONE REPORTER TOLD US THAT NOTION OF LINKAGE BETWEEN 
TWO NEGOTIATIONS WAS FLOATED AT FARNBOROUGH AIR SHOW BY 
REPRESENTATIVE OF NORTHROP. REPORTER COMMENTED (AND WE 
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AGREE) THAT IF DUTCH PUBLIC SHOULD GAIN IMPRESSION THAT US 
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IS SEEKING TO INFLUENCE FIGHTER DECISION BY PUTTING HEAT 
ON ALREADY HARD-PRESSED KLM (HAGUE 4386) THIS COULD DAMAGE 
PROSPECTS OF US CONTENDERS. 

3. ONE PAPER (ECONOMISCHE DAGBLAD) PUT DIFFERENT SLANT 
ON STORY BY SPECULATING THAT DEFMIN VREDELING, DURING 
FOUR-NATION MOD VISIT TO WASHINGTON, WILL USE LEVERAGE 
AFFORDED BY FIGHTER NEGOTIATION TO SEEK CONCESSIONS FOR 
KLM. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THIS SURMISE. 

GOULD 
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